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Following the council that took place at Worms in 1076 A.D., an awful bitter 

struggle began throughout Europe over who it should be that controlled the 

temporal power, the Pope or the King? This struggle was typified at the Castle 

of Canossa just the next year, in 1077, when the pope kept King Henry IV of 

Germany waiting three days barefoot in the snow before he would see him. 

Henry was also made dress as a penitent, wearing sackcloth. This was foisted 

upon him as an act of submission, not only as the King, but also by consequence, 

submission of his realm.  
The Pope made the following pronouncement at Rome: 
…on behalf of God Almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, and by your power and 
authority, I deny to King Henry, son of the Emperor Henry, who with unheard-of 
pride has risen up against your church, the government of the whole kingdom of 
the Germans and of Italy; I absolve all Christians from the bond of any oath that 
they have made or shall make to him; and I forbid anyone to serve him as king. 
For it is fitting that, because he has striven to diminish the honour of your church, 
he himself should forfeit the honour that he seems to possess. Finally, because 
he has disdained to show the obedience of a true Christian and has not returned 
to the God whom he forsook by communing with excommunicated men, by – as 
you are my witness – disdaining my advice which I sent him for his salvation, and 
by attempting to rend your church and separating himself from it, by your 
authority I bind him with excommunication. 
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The pope concerned was Pope Gregory VII and 

he boasted that, “popes had the power to 

depose emperors”. He went on to say that “it 

was the duty of the pope to pull down the pride 

of kings”. 

The arrogance of these popes is quite breath-

taking at the best of times, but here in the 12th 

century, it knew no bounds whatsoever.    

These were the days when the very threat of 

papal excommunication made ruling 

sovereigns tremble. These were the 

darkest of the dark ages and it was 

into this spiritual environment in the 

year 1100 A.D. that Nicholas Breakspear was born. He was the son of Robert 

Breakspear, who was a commoner from St. Alban’s in the county of 

Hertfordshire.  

Like many intelligent commoners of the time, Nicholas headed to Europe to get 

an education and as he thought, better himself. In 1146 A.D. he found himself 

working for the Papal church and by 1150 A.D. was working directly for Pope 

Eugenius III, as his fixer, no less. 

In 1152 A.D. the pope sent him to Scandinavia to bring it back into line with 

Rome’s authority. In the eyes of the pope the mission was a great success. So 

when Nicholas Breakspear returned he did so to a hero’s welcome. The pope 

hailed him as “The apostle of the north”, for what Rome considered “reforming 

the abuses of the church in Norway and Sweden”.  

Shortly after his return however, on the 2nd 

December 1154, the pope died. With Nicholas being 

the man of the moment in the Papacy, he was soon 

to become the next pope. In so doing Nicholas 

Breakspear became the first and only English man to 

sit on “Satan’s seat” (Revelation 2 verse 13) and occupy 

 Pope Gregory vii 
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that damn office of “The Man of Sin” (11 Thessalonians 2 verse 3). When he became 

pope, Nicholas took on the Papal name of Adrian IV. 

At the same time that a new pope was being installed 

in Rome, a new King was being crowned in England 

(19th December 1154) and his name was Henry II. 

Henry was both young and vigorous. It was said of him 

that he was always on his feet, he never sat down. 

Among the many things that occupied his thoughts, 

was Ireland. His aim was to bring the Irish into the 

Papal fold.  

To do this he would have to suppress the Bible - believing Celtic Church that 

existed on the Emerald Isle in this era. So King Henry II asked the pope for his so-

called blessing on an English invasion of Ireland, to bring it under Papal rule.  

The response from the pope was to bestow the island of Ireland to England as a 

gift. This he did through issuing the Papal Bull Laudabiliter, which is here 

reproduced:   

Papal Bill Laudabiliter, issued by Pope Adrian IV, 1155 A.D. 

“Adrian, bishop, servant of servants of God, to our well beloved son in Christ, the 

illustrious king of the English, greeting and apostolic benediction. 

Laudably and profitably does your Majesty contemplate spreading the glory of 

your name on earth and laying up for yourself the reward of eternal happiness 

in heaven, in that as becomes a Catholic Prince, you propose to enlarge the 

boundaries of the church (the papacy), to proclaim the truths of the Christian 

religion (popery) to a rude and ignorant people (the Irish) to root out the growth 

of vice from the field of the Lord; and the better to accomplish this purpose, you 

seek the council and good will of the Apostolic See. 

In pursing your object, the loftier your aim and the greater your discretion, the 

more prosperous we are assured with God’s assistance will be the progress you 

will make; for undertakings commenced in the zeal of faith and the love of 

religion are ever wot to attain to a good end and issue. Verily, as your excellency 

doth acknowledge, there is no doubt that Ireland, and all the islands on which 
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Christ the sun of righteousness has shone, and which have accepted the doctrines 

of the Christian faith (papal rule), belong to the blessed Peter and the Holy 

Roman Church, wherefore the more pleased are we to plant in them the seed of 

faith acceptable to God (popery), inasmuch as our conscience warns us that in 

their case a stricter account will hereafter be required of us. 

“Whereas, then well beloved son in Christ, you have expressed to us your desire 

to enter the Island of Ireland in order to subject its people to law (Papal Cannon 

Law) and to root out from them the weeds of vice (the ancient Bible-believing 

Culdee faith, which was the truest form of Christianity in Ireland at the time, 

known as the Celtic Church) and your willingness to pay an annual tribute to the 

blessed Peter (the pope) of one penny from every house (the pope’s tax), and to 

maintain the rights of the churches of that land whole and inviolate.   

We therefore, meeting your pious and laudable desire with due favour; and 

according a gracious assent to your petition, do hereby declare our will and 

pleasure, that with a view to enlarging the boundaries of the church (the 

papacy), restraining the downward course of vice, correcting evil customs and 

planting virtue and for the increase of the Christian religion (popery) you shall 

enter that island and execute whatsoever may tend to the honour of God and 

the welfare of the land (including the cold blooded murder of the children of 

God); and also that the people shall receive you with honour and revere you as 

their Lord, provided always that the rights of the church remain whole and 

inviolate and saving to the blessed Peter and the holy Roman church the annual 

tribute of one penny from every house (the pope’s tax). 

If then you should carry your project into effect, let it be to your care to instruct 

that people in good ways of life...that the church (the papacy) there may be 

adorned, that the Christian religion (popery) may take root and grow…that you 

may deserve at God’s hands the fullness of an everlasting reward and may obtain 

on earth a name renown throughout the ages.”  

His purpose was to establish control over both the Anglo-Normans and the Irish 

who they dwelt among, and bring them under the rule of the Papal Anti-Christ.  

John of Salisbury states that Adrian IV granted to Henry II of England the 

"hereditary possession" of Ireland. History tells us that when Henry II of England 
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landed in Ireland in October 1171 he did so at the pope’s behest. Along with his 

4000 troops, he carried with him the Papal Bull Laudabiliter as his authority. 

It was Charles Dickens who said: “The religion of Ireland is at the root of all its 

sorrows.” With that being the case, it is difficult to over-state the part that this 

Papal Bull played in the making of those sorrows. After the crushing of the 

ancient Celtic Church, the “Emerald Isle” was covered by a dreadful blight of 

ignorance, both spiritual and moral. The historian Bernard wrote of this period 

in Irish history and 

describes it as follows:  

“Never before had he 

known the like, in 

whatever depth of Barbarism; never had he found men so shameless in regards 

to morals, so dead in regards to rites, so stubborn in regards to 

discipline, so unclean in regards to life as those who taught 

religion in Ireland. They were Christian in name only, they are in 

fact Pagan.”    

Socrates, for his part in describing the brain-washing of a people, 

said the following: “The greatest of all difficulties was the 

bringing of men from a state of unconscious ignorance to 

conscious ignorance, before they realise what is happening.” 

The causes of Ireland’s troubles is pretty much the same and 

there was no better way to keep the Irish in ignorance, than to 

drench them in Papal superstition.  

This Papal superstition passed into the law of the land as truth 

and the state then enforced that law with the sword of 

persecution against those who wished to differ. This has been 

the woe of Protestants in Ireland, and particularly in Ulster for 

centuries. (One classic example is the 1641 Massacre of Protestants by Irish 

Papists) 

Those of us who dare to believe God and defy the pope have been persecuted 

and that persecution of believers is as old as the church itself. In Ireland, 

It was Charles Dickens who said: “The religion of 

Ireland is at the root of all its sorrows.”  
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persecution was given free-course through the issuing of this Papal Bull in 1155 

A.D. by Pope Adrian IV.  

The issuing of this wretched Bull in Ireland not only made the persecution of 

believers by the state possible, but made it inevitable. The persecution when it 

started lasted for centuries and became ingrained in Roman Catholicism. Even 

today, Protestants are still persecuted in Ireland 

because of their faith. The wholesale persecution that 

was started through the issuing of this Papal Bull 

wasn’t eased until the arrival of Oliver Cromwell and 

his model army (1647). 

God does work in mysterious ways and what the 

world means for evil, He can use for good. And so, the 

joining of Ireland to England was to begin with a curse 

for the Celtic church, but was later to become a great blessing at the time of the 

Reformation.  

The liberty experienced in England through the Reformation was to come to 

Ireland and make its home in Ulster where it has lived ever since. From the early 

days of the Protestant Reformation, Ulster has been a refuge for the persecuted 

church of Jesus Christ. At the time of the Plantation 1607-1637, the persecuted 

believers not only from England and Scotland, but also from continental Europe, 

flocked to Ireland, with many of them making their home in Ulster. 

It is worth noting that for the six counties in Ulster that make up the state of 

Northern Ireland, there has never been a time in the last 850 years that they 

have not been one kingdom with England. It is also worth noting that it was the 

events that followed the English invasion of Ireland that brought England and 

Ireland directly under the Pope’s rule. For the pope made it clear to the King, 

that both he and his kingdom were beholden to him for issuing the Bull and 

enlarging his kingdom.   

Suffering so much from the grip and stranglehold that Rome had on England at 

the end of the 12th century, it led to the signing of the Magna Carta by King John 

I, in Runnymede 15th June 1215. The Magna Carta is a document that marked a 
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decisive step forward in the development of constitutional government in 

England and Ireland, which had become one kingdom, the generation before. 

Through the signing of the Magna Carta, the kingdom of England and Ireland 

resolved not to be slaves of the pope. They were championed in this noble cause 

by the English Barons, who have earned the gratitude of every generation that 

followed them.   

In later centuries, many of the rest of the nations of the world benefited from 

the Magna Carta by embracing its principles and weaving them into their own 

constitutions. 

To understand the importance of the Magna Carta, let me close this article with 

two quotes, one the words of the great historian Adam Smith as he describes a 

nation under Papal rule: 

 

“The church of Rome is the most formidable combination that ever 

was formed against the authority and security of civil government, as 

well as against the liberty, reason and happiness of mankind”. 

 

The other is taken from a poem by one of Ireland’s finest sons, H. Grattan 

Guinness. The poem is called “The City of the Seven Hills” and it goes as follows;  
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“Rome’s spirit is intolerant of truth; 

She shed the blood of martyrs in her youth; 

And grown more tyrannous in riper age, 

To shed the blood in torrents was her rage. 

Others have persecuted and, with shame 

Repenting, have obtained a nobler fame; 

But Rome repenteth not! There yet she stands 

With all the blood of martyrs on her hands! 

She will not own ‘that it was criminal to shed 

The blood she calls heretical. Instead 

Of this she proudly writes upon the deed 

Her “Irreformable”. Her very creed 

Its persecution, merciless and dire, 

The sweeping sword, the faggot and the fire.” 

 

These three things are indeed the legacy, not only of this Papal Bull, but of 

Popery itself in Ireland, the sweeping sword, the faggot and the fire. 
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